
  << Previous Topic | Next Topic >> Return to Index  

1938 BSA shooting cup - and the story behind it
August 31 2014 at 8:34 PM

 Garvin  (Premier Login Garvin2)
 Owner

All credit for a lovely story to Chris, who bought a ceramic shooting cup on Ebay and received with it a letter written by its late owner - who was presented with it as a
schoolboy after winning a series of shooting competitions with a BSA air rifle. 

 
Chris was moved by the letter to do some research, which turned up the interesting fact that the cup's former owner went on to shoot as part of his livelihood, followed
by the patented invention of an inflatable plastic bird decoy. 

 

The cup: 
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The winner, David Bolingbroke Home Gall: 
 



 

The story: 
 

"I recently bought an unusual eBay item described as a 'Bsa Shooting Cup'; the description said it came with a letter from the man who won the cup,
describing how and when he won the cup as a boy in 1938 and also a photo of the winner as a boy. 

 

 



Further research has been difficult but has turned up a little more information about the man. 
 

David Bolingbroke Home Gall 1925 - 2008 
 Born 1925 Hampstead Greater London, the son of William Bolingbroke Home Gall 1894 – 1982 and Kathleen Maria Charlton 1889 – 1972, the parents

married in 1922. 
 

Apart from attending Shoreham Grammar School I can find little of his early years but information from the vendor of the cup, who knew him
personally later in life goes on to indicate that after World War Two his father got him a job in India scrapping aircraft, part of which consisted of
burning Mosquitos. Later, back in England, he worked in a hotel, worked for an airline, and he worked as a pigeon shooter taking shooting parties out.
Sometime in his working life he joined the RAF as a gunner. 

 
In the '60s he invented the 'H H Decoy', which was possibly referred to as the 'Double H decoy'. These were available as pigeon, crow, owl or magpie
(and maybe others) and were made of a soft plastic or rubber compound, so as to be collapsible during transportation, and were inflated for use by
having a type of balloon inside. 

 
If you are interested, you can go to www.directorypatent.com and type in D B HOME-GALL. It will turn up this: 

 
Improvements in or relating to bird decoys United Kingdom Patent 920340-A 

920340-A is referenced by 3 patents. 
 

920,340. Decoy birds. D. B. HOME-GALL. May 29, 1961 [Feb. 29, 1960], No. 7012/60. Class 5 (1). A decoy bird 1 of rubber or plastics material is
inflated by means of a balloon 3 or the like inserted through a hollow boss 2 at the base of the decoy. The decoy rests on a wire stand 4 having
ground-penetrating feet 5 and a clip 6 beneath which the neck of the inflated balloon is engaged to prevent air escaping therefrom. 

 
Title 

 Improvements in or relating to bird decoys 
Application Number 

 GB19600007012 19600229 
Publication Number 

 920340 (A) 
Application Date 

 February 29, 1960 
Publication Date 

 March 6, 1963 
Assignee 

 David Bolingbroke Home Gall 
IPC 

 A01M 31/00 
 A01M 31/06 
 

http://www.directorypatent.com/


 

The cup's vendor also mentioned that David did later marry but had no children. His father was an adjutant but he made no mention as to where, one
can only make assumptions. He also stated he had an uncle who was an author, and research by myself has turned up that he may have had a
grandfather who was a 5th Hussar who was awarded the Military Cross. But as previously stated, research has been difficult, in some cases uncertain
and I therefore make no claim as to the accuracy of this information. 

 
On receiving the cup, letter and photo it quickly became apparent how the cup with its attached history could so easily be lost to time. Research has
turned up little on David Bolingbroke Home Gall, even though he was an inventor who patented his decoys, and I thought it would be such a shame if
in the absence of having any children all this was to be lost and forgotten. So, hopefully, in the culmination of the physical evidence and the research,
his memory may live on in some small way. 

 
Since receiving the pottery etc. and having Googled 'Bsa shooting cup' it has turned up a little information, quite a few photos and your shooting
website and it would appear that there are some who believe the cups were made by Langley Mill Pottery in Derbyshire, but there is no makers mark
on the cup, nor on similar cups (some different ones are apparently marked 'Royal Doulton'), and from what I can find there is nothing to support this
theory, so without evidence this can only be speculation. 

However if anyone reading this has any evidence to support the Langley Mill theory or for that matter, evidence of the cups being made elsewhere by
any maker, it would be interesting to hear from you on here. 

 
As for David Bolingbroke Home Gall, I hope you enjoy his story of how he came to win one of the BSA shooting cups as a 13-year-old boy, and I
personally hope that it is a tribute to him, a small tribute but a tribute none the less. 

 
Enjoy. 

 
Chris" 

 
"\"xSQ4Z)FI\\t\""

    

This message has been edited by Garvin2 on Sep 2, 2014 3:50 PM
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Author Reply

John
 (Login Dogfox)

David Home-Gall September 1 2014, 5:11 PM 

In the early 1970's I was privileged to spend a day decoying woodpigeons with this gentleman, having made contact with him through his
advertisement in "Shooting Times" magazine. I think the year would be1972 or 73 and, from memory, I think we only shot 24 pigeons.
David was using his own "HH" type of decoys. Until I saw this post I never saw or heard him referred to by the name "Bolingbroke". He
only ever used "David Home Gall" in those days. 

 Thank you very much for a very interesting and informative post. 
 Regrds, John.
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Eddie
 (Login edbearthree)

 Vintage BSA forum moderator

BSA cups September 5 2014, 7:54 PM 

Hi Chris, I have had a couple of these, both a similar jug and a silver rimmed beaker, the latter profusely marked by Doulton. There is
some basic info on the rifleman site here; 

 
http://www.rifleman.org.uk/SMRC_crockery.htm 

 
I did contact them with the offer of photos of mine whilst I owned them, but never got a reply. 

 
Really interesting story though, and very rare to get any history on anything we all collect, so many thanks for posting! 

 
Best regards, Eddie
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Tony Foster
 (Login crowzapper)

pigeon days. March 15 2015, 12:13 AM 

I had many days out with D H G back in the 70s. 
He would meet you at Olney then take you on to a wide range of farms. 
Early in the year we shot over spring sowing, peas beans etc, then later on clover, mustard, then later still,laid wheat. 

 I usually shot with a 14 bore muzzle loader with a Browning five shot as a back up my best day being 65 birds for 75 shots over laid
wheat. 

 I can still pin down one date as it was the day Harold Wilson resigned. 
David mentioned duck shooting in Scotland when he was in the RAF.

 
 Edit Message   Delete Message   Lock Thread   Respond to this message   

 Garvin
 (Premier Login Garvin2)

 Owner

Thank you for those recollections, Tony (n/t) March 15 2015, 11:17 AM 

"\"xSQ4Z)FI\\t\""
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