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Calling on German Falke owners.........
December 6 2009 at 1:33 AM

 Garvin  (Premier Login Garvin2)
 Owner

Would any of the German Falke owners/enthusiasts who visit this forum be willing to assist in a quest for more information about the Falke factory please? 
 

My idea is to place an advertisement in the Hannover newspaper Hannoversche Allgemeine Zeitung asking for information about Falke/Albert Föhrenbach GMBH of Bennigsen/Hannover. 

If we are really lucky we may find someone who either worked at the factory (they would probably be aged 70+ now) or maybe even a relative of Albert Föhrenbach. 
 

If anyone would be willing to do this, please let me know and we'll work out the details! 
 

************************************************************** 
 translation to German, with thanks to Klaus 

************************************************************** 
 

Wir suchen einen Sammler oder Liebhaber aus Deutschland, der uns dabei unterstützt, mehr Informationen über die Firma Falke zu erfahren. 

Meine Idee ist zB, über eine Anzeige in der Hannoversche Allgemeine Zeitung (HAZ) einen Zeitzeugen oder Mitarbeiter der Firma Falke, Albert Föhrenbach in Bennigsen bei Hannover zu finden. 

Mit viel Glück vielleicht auch einen Verwandten oder Angehörigen der Familie. 

Bitte melden Sie sich, wenn sie bereit sind bei dem Vorhaben zu helfen. Wir besprechen dann die Details.

    

This message has been edited by Garvin2 on Mar 12, 2010 12:38 AM

 

  Respond to this message   

Author Reply

 Garvin
 (Premier Login Garvin2)

 Owner

Not an overwhelming response so far! December 19 2009, 7:05 PM 

We've had one kind offer of help from Sweden but the logistics are complicated. Ideally someone from Germany would offer to assist! (I will reimburse them for any expenses incurred too). 

I wonder if it might even be possible to get a reporter on the Hannoversche Allgemeine Zeitung interested in this search for local witnesses to solve a 50-year-old mystery from Germany's post-War industrial past? OK, it's
not exactly a front page story, but even a small news item could generate the sort of publicity we need to elicit a response....

 
The Falke forum, dedicated to Falke airguns 

 
 

  Respond to this message   

Harold
 (Login HRT1960)

Falke Model 50 December 18 2010, 12:48 AM 

I live in Germany and purchased a Falke Model 50 at a Flee Market. I have seen information about the Falke Model 80 and Falke Model 90. But I have not found much information aboout the Model 50. I would like to learn
more about this fantastic Old Air Rifle. 

 
This Air Gun performs excellently. It is shoots 4.5 mm Pelets. I can not find a serial number on it, but it does say Falke Model 50. I am wondering what the date of manufacture is? Or if there is any maintenance
information. 

Can you assist or point me in the right direction to find a manuel or something. 

Best of regards, Harold 

 
  Respond to this message   

 Garvin
 (Premier Login Garvin2)

 Owner

Hello Harold. December 18 2010, 5:34 PM 

Welcome to the Falke forum. 
 

You're quite right, this forum has tended to focus on the Falke underlevers mods 80 and 90. The main reason for this is that apart from them and the mod 33 pistol, the Falke range of airguns were of simple design,
based closely on Dianas and Haenels. True, they were of extremely high quality, but not very distinctive. 

 
The Falke 50 you have is a fine, accurate and beautifully made rifle. I don't know if Falke ever produced a manual or maintenance instructions for it. If so, I would love to see it! But it will be of straightforward
construction similar to the Diana 23 rifle, which was of a similar size. 

 
This stripdown of a (Milbro) Diana 23 should give you an idea of what you are likely to find inside your model 50: 
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This is the exploded view of the Falke 50 from WHB Smith's 1957 book (see the resources section): 

 

 
------------------------------

The Vintage Diana Forum
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The Vintage BSA Forum 
 

------------------------------

The Vintage Diana Forum

The Vintage BSA Forum 
 

 
  Respond to this message   

wadlbeisser
 (Login wadlbeisser)

falke 80 Nr.3 December 12 2010, 7:42 PM 

hallo 
bin seit kurzem besitzer eines FALKE 80 nummer drei(3) 

 werde jetzt allesammeln vom FALKE 10-FALKE 70 
 zur zeit ist bei egun ein FALKE 70 in einem guten zustand zu finden 

 werde wenn ich es ein bissl aufpoliert habe bilder schicken 
 wadlbeisser

 
  Respond to this message   

 Barry
 (Login barryeye)

 Falke Forum moderators

Welcome December 13 2010, 2:15 AM 

So pleased to make contact with a German Falke owner. My knowledge of German is very poor and the net was not much help. 
 

hello are since short owner FALCON 80 number three (3) of FALCON 10-falcon 70 will now all-collect at present is with egun a FALCON 70 in a good was entitled will find if I it bissl up-polished pictures to send more
wadlbeisser 

Can any member give a better translation and welcome our new contact? 
 

Thanks 
 Barry

 
  Respond to this message   

Michael Meijer
 (Login M.Meijer)

Deutsche Freunden December 13 2010, 10:19 PM 

Hello Barry, 
 

This new member has recently become the owner of a model 80 with serial number 3. 
 His intention is to collect the models 10 to 70 as well. 

 Right now he is trying to get a 70 model on Egun. 
 When he has cleaned the rifle (80?) he will send pictures. 

 
Herzlich Willkommen, Wadlbeisser! 
Weil es noch viele Fragen gibt über die Geschichte von das Falke-Werk, freuen wir uns sehr mit neue deutsche Mitglieder denen uns vielleicht helfen können mehr Tatsachen zur Klarheit zu bringen. 

 Kannst du uns sagen welches Kaliber das Model 80 hat? Wir freuen uns die Foto's von das Gewehr zu sehen; vielleicht auch von das LG vor die Säuberung? 
Danke! MfG, Mike Meijer, Niederlande. 

 
Welcome, as we still have many questions about the manufacturer we are pleased to see new german members that perhaps can bring more clarity to the history. 

 Can you tell us what calibre your rifle is? 
 We are looking forward to the pics of the AR, perhaps also before cleaning? Thanks! 

 
I guess that will do it! 

 regards, 
Mike

 
  Respond to this message   

 Barry
 (Login barryeye)

 Falke Forum moderators

Re: Deutsche Freunden December 17 2010, 6:24 AM 

Thanks Mike. I am now a wiser man. 
 

Barry

 
  Respond to this message   

 Garvin
 (Premier Login Garvin2)

 Owner

Willkommen wadlbeisser December 13 2010, 9:18 PM 

Wir sind glücklich, die Fotos zu sehen. Danke! 
 

Barry, I got Frank in Holland to explain (thanks Frank) and he said this: 
 

He recently got hold of a Falke 80 nr.3. 
 He is going to send pics when he has cleaned up the gun. 

 He wants to collect ALL the Falke models. 
 In the future he can find a FALKE 70 in good condition, on egun. 

 

 

------------------------------

The Vintage Diana Forum

The Vintage BSA Forum 
 

    

This message has been edited by Garvin2 on Dec 17, 2010 7:40 AM

 
  Respond to this message   

Michael Meijer
 (Login M.Meijer)

Oops, December 13 2010, 10:07 PM 

I see the message was already there! I lost some time in a dictionary in order to have my german looking not too rusty! But I can see the specks already.... Mike. 
 

 
  Respond to this message   

 Garvin
 (Premier Login Garvin2)

 Owner

No problem Mike, December 13 2010, 11:20 PM 

and thanks for your contribution above. 
 

------------------------------

The Vintage Diana Forum

The Vintage BSA Forum 
 

 
  Respond to this message   

 Chuck Jordan
 (Login chuckjordan2)

 Vintage Diana forum moderator

So, what happened to the Falke factory? June 27 2011, 12:35 AM 

I am now curious as to what happened to the building and machinery.
 

Chuck

 
  Respond to this message   

 Garvin
 (Premier Login Garvin2)

 Owner

Your guess is as good.... June 27 2011, 1:37 AM 

...as mine, Chuck! Nobody has come forward to help place the ad in the Hannover paper, unfortunately. My German just isn't up to the job of arranging it, although we do have Klaus's translation higher up in this thread.
(I would happily pay the cost of placing the ad, by the way). 

 
It's now approximately 50 years since the Falke factory closed down. There must be somebody in Bennigsen or the surrounding area who remembers what happened to it or even who worked there, perhaps. 
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I have a recurring dream that someone who worked there comes forward and reveals that he kept the factory ledgers which recorded the factory output, along with assorted unpublished Falke literature and other Falke
memorabilia. Then I wake up... LOL. 

 

------------------------------

The Vintage Diana Forum

The Vintage BSA Forum 
 

 
  Respond to this message   

Volker
 (Login volkerj9)

 Volker

A few facts on Falke December 18 2012, 1:33 PM 

Hi there, 
 

after many months I have managed to get in contact with the son of Albert Föhrenbach. 
 He is a very friendly man at the age of 62 now. I have talked to him on the phone for almost an hour and will try to post as much information as I could gather. (actually Albert Föhrenbach has had 2 sons but one has died

already in 2000 at the age of 69) 
 

But there is one thing I have to point out. Don´t try to find out who or where he is! He does not want to be called or even visited by millions of gun collectors. I think that is understandable for everyone + it took me months
to find out how to get in contact. If you have questions, post them here. 

 
Albert Föhrenbach was born in 1907 in the south of Germany in Mahlberg, district "Baden" as one of seven children. Later he worked as a sheet metal worker in the "Arado Flugzeugwerke GmbH" in Friedrichshafen where he
might have gotten his sense for quality. 

His supervisor there recognized Albert Föhrenbachs´ talent to organize things and gave him the possibility to get his engineer degree supported by the "Arado Flugzeugwerke GmbH" 
 With this organizing talent and the engineer degree at the beginning of war he was sent out to different sister plants to change their production to warfare relevant goods. 

 
One of those plants was a sugar refinery in Bennigsen which somehow belonged to several companys in relation to the "Arado Flugzeugwerke GmbH" 
During war he stayed there and took care of the production of warfare goods until the end of world war II. 

 
After the end of war the area there was in control of British Allies. Albert Föhrenbach had good relationship with the officer from the british army which was in charge of making decisions for production goods after war.
Later that turned out to a friendship between both families until the 1980s. 

 Albert Föhrenbach was never in the Nazi party altough he was supported by the regime with additional food, cigarettes and so on for his high production outcome during war. 
 

Shortly after war the allies declared that he was not a Nazi and so the production in the sugar refinery started again in 1946. In production was household stuff like metal cases, soup dippers, shovels, different brushes,..... 
 

Due to his good relationship with the british allies he was allowed to start production of air rifles already in 1947. Probably also in that year he bought out the former sugar refinery from the several owners that existed until
then. 
Also in 1947 he displayed his products at the "Hannover Messe" the first time. 

 
From 1946/1947 on it was named the "Albert Föhrenbach GmbH" 

 1948 Albert Föhrenbach has settled in Bennigsen and has built a house somewhere near Bennigsen. 
 

The "Albert Föhrenbach GmbH" had from the 1950s on about 300 employees. It probably was the biggest or at least one of the biggest companys in Bennigsen as there were only 3800-4000 inhabitants in those days. 
 The order books were full in the following years. 

 
In 1957 Albert Föhrenbach had a heart attack which was, due to his son, caused by too much work and not wanting to give his body a chance to rest. 

 He survived the heart attack but he wasn´t able to work anymore. His sons were still too young to do something and so production started struggling because the organizer was missing. 
 

In 1958 the Albert Föhrenbach GmbH had to declare bankcruptcy and got dissolved until 1960-1961. 
 The production finally had stopped in 1959. 

 
Albert Föhrenbach died in 1966 because of his heart disease, his wife died in 2005. 

 

His son was not able to tell me much about the production order or other things but he told me 2 interesting things: 
 

1: 
 The produced number of rifles is probably several thousands if you count all models. That would fit to the e.g. several hundreds of Modell 80 and several hundreds of Modell 90 we know of. 

 
2: 

 He said he is pretty sure there was a Falke Modell 100. I was excited to hear that. What a find that must be if someone is lucky. 
 

Maybe I will ask him about that next time I call him. 
 

So far. I don´t say everything I have found out is 100% right, but still better than what we knew until now I think. 
 

@ Garvin, you can wake up now 
 

Gruß 
 Volker

    

This message has been edited by volkerj9 on Dec 23, 2012 9:25 AM

 
  Respond to this message   

 Garvin
 (Premier Login Garvin2)

 Owner

At last, Volker, congratulations! December 18 2012, 5:58 PM 

Thank you for your detective work and for discovering the key fact about the history of the Falke brand - the reason for its demise. 
 

It's fascinating, although sad too, to learn that the company's collapse wasn't because of business incompetence or external competition, but in the end it came down to the poor health of its founder. 
 

Quite a bit of the mystery remains, of course, about the detail of the factory's production, but you have uncovered the essential fact of why Falke existed for such a short time. 
 

Very interesting to learn too about Herr Föhrenbach's background and - for me especially - the British connection. I'm also intrigued about Albert's friendship with a British family given what we know about Falke's English-
language marketing literature. 

 
Ironic perhaps that by supplying Albert with extra cigarettes during the War, the Nazis may actually have had a hand in his eventual death from heart disease! 

 
It's also particularly interesting what you say about the Hannover Export-Messe (export trade fair) in 1947 - its first year of existence - in view of what we know about Falke's record of exporting its air rifles (see below for
details of the Messe). 

 
Maybe Herr Föhrenbach Jr will be able help us further, perhaps in directing us (that is, you, Volker!) towards somebody who actually worked at the factory and would be able to describe more the ethos, working
practices, production numbers, markets and so forth. 

 
But for now, congratulations again on your investigation! 

 

 

Details of the Hannover Messe, taken from this website. 
 

Deutsche Messe AG was founded on 16 August 1947 as Deutsche Messe- und Ausstellungs- AG (German Trade Fair and Exhibition Company) with a registered share capital of 1.2 million reichsmarks. This was an initiative
of the British occupying forces in consultation with the commander-in-chief of the American zone. 

 
After the war, Germany was characterized by physical devastation, industrial ruin and chronic food shortages. In order to show the world the kind of economic revival that entrepreneurs, workers and politicians were
capable of jointly bringing about, the British military government decreed that the Germans were to organize a trade fair from 18 August to 7 September 1947. For, the victorious Western powers had decided that the
only way for Germany to bec 

 
Export-Messe 1947 Hannover 

 
Consequently, on 18 August 1947, the first "Hannover Export Fair" was opened in five former production halls of the Vereinigten Leichtmetallwerke (United Light Metal Works). The aim was to present exportable post-war
products bearing an official "Made in Germany" sticker from the so-called Bi-Zone, and the results were impressive. After 21 days, 736,000 visitors from 53 nations had attended. Some 1,300 exhibitors had presented
products over a total display area of 30,000 sqm. This led to some 1,934 export agreements being signed, valued at around US$ 31.6 million. The symbol chosen for this event was the profile of Hermes, the God of trade,
and even today this symbol continues to symbolize HANNOVER MESSE. 

 
At first, almost everyone was skeptical about Hannover's chances of overtaking Leipzig - the former "exhibition capital" of the defunct German Reich. But in the years that followed, HANNOVER MESSE became a symbol of
Germany's economic miracle. Back in 1948, the first telephone connection was established between the trade fair company and New York. In 1950, the first exhibitors from abroad took part in the renamed "Deutsche
Industrie-Messe" ("German Industrial Fair") and, in 1961, the term "HANNOVER MESSE" was officially adopted. It soon became a renowned, world-class event for cross-communication between technology and industry. 

 
Since cleaving off CeBIT from HANNOVER MESSE in 1986, both shows have become the trendsetters for industry and the flagship tradeshows among the many different trade fairs and exhibitions staged by DMAG in the
state capital. Other events which regularly take place at the Hannover Exhibition Grounds are also recognized as world leaders in their respective field. 

 
------------------------------

The Vintage Diana Forum

The Vintage BSA Forum 
 

    

This message has been edited by Garvin2 on Dec 18, 2012 11:55 PM
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Volker
 (Login volkerj9)

 Volker

Re: At last, Volker, congratulations! December 18 2012, 7:50 PM 

Hi Garvin, 
 

>>Ironic perhaps that by supplying Albert with extra cigarettes during the War, the Nazis may 
>>actually have had a hand in his eventual death from heart disease! 

 
As I have understood it the cigarettes were more of a means of payment than something that was "used" in its designated way. 

 

>>Maybe Herr Föhrenbach Jr will be able help us further, perhaps in directing us (that is, you, 
>>Volker!) towards somebody who actually worked at the factory and would be able to describe more the 
>>ethos, working practices, production numbers, markets and so forth. 

 
I have asked him but Mr Föhrenbach Jr could not name persons who have worked at the company. 
But he thought it would be a good idea to place an advertisement in the Hannover newspaper. 

 The problem is I live in south Germany near where Albert Föhrenbach originally came from and that is ~800km away from Bennigsen. Kind of the other end of Germany.... 

What is most annoying to me, if there is a "Falke Modell 100", how does it look like? I don´t think I´ll sleep well tonight 
 

Gruß 
 Volker 

 

 
  Respond to this message   

 Garvin
 (Premier Login Garvin2)

 Owner

Hi Volker December 18 2012, 8:56 PM 

Yes, about the cigarettes I agree with you - my comment was tongue-in-cheek. 
 

It's a shame that Mr F can't point us in the direction of someone who would know more detail and I understand the difficulty you have with being so far away. It's fantastic that you have done as much as you have
already. 

 
Perhaps someone who lives in the Hannover region will come to our aid one day and place that newspaper advertisement? (I would happily pay for it.) 

 
Regarding the Model 100, I can help you there because it was pictured in some of the early Falke brochures. It is basically a Buegelspanner-type gun. 

 

 
------------------------------

The Vintage Diana Forum

The Vintage BSA Forum 
 

 
  Respond to this message   

Volker
 (Login volkerj9)

 Volker

Re: Hi Volker December 18 2012, 9:41 PM 

Hi Garvin, 
 

>>>Yes, about the cigarettes I agree with you - my comment was tongue-in-cheek. 

Oh OK, i got it now. 
 

>>>It's a shame that Mr F can't point us in the direction of someone who would know more detail and I 
>>>understand the difficulty you have with being so far away. It's fantastic that you have done as 
>>>much as you have already. 

 
>>>Perhaps someone who lives in the Hannover region will come to our aid one day and place that 
>>>newspaper advertisement? (I would happily pay for it.) 

 

I maybe could place the advertisement but I don´t believe I could receive the calls at work. And the people that would answer - I´m not sure if they use email, you know.... 
 And about happy paying. I fear an advertisement in the Hannover newspaper which is recognized will cost ~200Euros. 

 

>>>Regarding the Model 100, I can help you there because it was pictured in some of the early Falke 
>>>brochures. It is basically a Buegelspanner-type gun. 

 
Cool! I didn´t know that one until now. Not how I imagined it to be but still very cool! 

 

Gruß 
 Volker 

 
 

  Respond to this message   

 Barryeye
 (Premier Login Garvin2)

 Owner

Thank you Volker December 23 2012, 5:08 PM 

We must thank Volker and Garvin for this teasing information. Many questions come to mind but not being greedy I'll ask one. Any photos? Factory or personel? Thanks again lads.
 

------------------------------

The Vintage Diana Forum

The Vintage BSA Forum 
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 Trevor
 (Login tca)

Interesting stuff Danny.The story WILL grow! December 19 2012, 9:10 AM 

I have a completely anonymous .177 calibre buglespanner with set trigger-often wondered if it was a Falke? ;-)Trev

 
  Respond to this message   
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