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Falke 80 - serial number 54
March 15 2013 at 9:46 PM

Alle  (Login .Alle.)

Heyha, 
 

I'm the proud owner of a Falke 80, serial number 54. It has been given to me by an acquaintance who lives in France. Because the gun was not been used anymore because her husband past away, she gave it to me. As a matter of course I'm really happy
with it. 

 
Her husband probably bought the gun while they were living in Holland, but he could also could have bought it while they were living in Spain. 

 
She told me the stock had been broken once, and her husband repared it with some glue and a couple of nails. 

 

I've made some pictures, and yes, I know the cheap scope doesn't really suit the gun. 
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Greetz from Holland! 
 

Alle

 

  Respond to this message   

Author Reply

Alle
 (Login .Alle.)

Re: Falke 80 - serial number 54 March 15 2013, 11:22 PM 

BTW: it's a .177

 
  Respond to this message   

 Garvin
 

Thanks for the pics, Alle. March 16 2013, 12:49 AM 

That's a very generous gift! So, yet another confirmed duplicate serial no. (there is another #54 in New Zealand). It's looking to me like there were more of these rifle made than we thought...! 
 

The crack at the pistol grip could be improved by someone expert in these things. The rest of the gun is good so it's probably worthwhile. 
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(Premier Login Garvin2)
 Owner With your permission, I will copy these pics over to the gallery. 

 

 
------------------------------

The Vintage Diana Forum

The Vintage BSA Forum 
 

 
  Respond to this message   

Alle
 (Login .Alle.)

Re: Thanks for the pics, Alle. March 16 2013, 7:26 PM 

Yeah fine, copy them. 
 

But the other number 54 looks very different. Could it be possible that there were made several series of Falke 80's, looking different a bit, with their own set of serial numbers?

 
  Respond to this message   

 Garvin
 (Premier Login Garvin2)

 Owner

In what respects March 16 2013, 8:16 PM 

is it very different, Alle? I think the randomness of the presence of duplicate numbers suggests it wasn't an organised thing, relating to specific characteristics. At least a pattern hasn't emerged that I
can see. 

 
The sheer number of small variations among the Falke 80/90, in things such as the presence/absence of notches in the sight rails, the dished/non-dished breech loading area, the number stamp 'font'
styles, the types of wood used for the stocks, the model 80 stock forend grooves/chequering, the existence/non-existence of calibre stamps, the presence of 'cut-out' trigger blocks (3 examples known
so far), the presence/absence of sling swivels, the different types of swivel, the presence/absence of under-cylinder number stamps, the different locking bolts on the rear/diopter sights, etc etc
(probably!) across the serial number range suggests to me a manufacturing environment where production differences were tolerated - or even encouraged? 

 
That said, there are manufacturing characteristics that seem to be pretty constant - the placing and quality of the 'Falke' cylinder stamps (apart from the one known "Falcon" Falke!) and stock stamps,
the butt plates, model 80 grip chequering and pistol grip caps, front sights, cocking levers and links, breech plugs, trigger geometry etc. 

I could imagine the Falke company employing very experienced gunsmiths, perhaps refugees from the Russian-controlled zones (soon to be East Germany) who were allowed to express their talents
quite freely by the factory owner. Perhaps individual innovation and personal touches were encouraged as a reflection of the gunmaking skill of these artisans? Or maybe it was a bit of a disorganised
free-for-all, in which managers were overwhelmed by demand at a time when the supply of materials was unpredictable? 

 
My growing impression of Albert Föhrenbach GmbH is of a dynamic company that grew extremely quickly under the leadership of Herr Föhrenbach and while the overall quality of the product was
maintained rigorously, uniformity in the manufacturing process was given a far lower priority than we are used to today. I think this is partly why Falkes - and especially the models 80 and 90 - generate
such pleasure of ownership. To own one is to own something made largely by hand, by experts, in an age where they were built up to a standard and where price was a consideration but not an
overriding one. 

A Falke underlever in good condition is a real pleasure to own and shoot. It may have been designed and built when manufacturers still had a lot to learn about the science of spring airguns, but as a
high quality 'period' tool it has many of the gunmaking qualities of an earlier age, combined with some of the post-War innovation that led rapidly to the high-tech developments that we see the results
of today. 

 

Hopefully more information will come to light from the Bennigsen local area which will give us some more clues to this mystery. 
 

------------------------------

The Vintage Diana Forum

The Vintage BSA Forum 
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Alle
 (Login .Alle.)

Re: In what respects March 16 2013, 8:44 PM 

You definitely know where you're talking about. 
 

So you didn't notice a pattern so far. Maybe we should make a list to compare the guns which are located right now, and from which you got pictures. Or are you nearly sure a pattern definitely can't
be found? 

 
I know it's a lot of work but I'd really like to help you doing it.

 
  Respond to this message   

 Garvin
 (Premier Login Garvin2)

 Owner

Thanks Alle March 16 2013, 9:34 PM 

for the offer of help. To be honest I don't have the time or energy right now to do a forensic job of cataloguing all the variations. But if you (or someone else) wanted to, all the information you
need is probably in the gallery etc. It is something I always meant to do - or at least wanted to do in the early days of this forum. Since then I guess I have been deterred by the number of
variations that have come in and the sense that there may not be a pattern to be found. 

My experience generally with Falke, Walther and Weihrauch air rifles of the 1950s is that the factories were constantly innovating and that trying to place all the variations into a neat chronology
or catalogue is an exercise in frustration (or futility!). 

 
Perhaps better just to marvel at the ingenuity of the German craftsmen of the period and accept that airgun development during the German post-War industrial 'miracle' was not a linear thing
that can be categorised easily. If you look at air rifle developments in terms of decades it's easy to see the change from the beginning to the end. 

If you try to drill down to precise changes, you tend to have your elaborate theories upset by the next rifle to appear on eGun.de, or be illustrated on the American Vintage Airguns forum. My
fellow collectors of Weihrauchs and Walthers have had this happen to them numerous times in recent years, and that includes real experts in the subject! 

 

But if you want to try, I will be happy to offer what help I can and for you to post whatever findings you make on this forum. 
 

------------------------------
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