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Falke fact
March 12 2011 at 1:05 AM

 Garvin  (Premier Login Garvin2)
 Owner

Ben, the South African owner of Falke 80 serial no.36 has kindly provided some info that throws a glimmer of light on manufacturing dates of the Falke underlevers. 
  

It works like this. Ben was given his mod 80 for his sixth birthday (yes, it's almost unbelievable, but true!). It was brand new and purchased no more than a week before the big day by his
father, in the Johannesburg area. Ben was six in early August, 1955. 

  
Now we can calculate, conservatively, that the earliest possible date the rifle might have left the factory near Hannover, before making its way north to the docks at Bremerhaven(?) to be
shipped to the port of Durban, en route to Johannesburg... is, say, one month at best and probably three months and more. 
 
Let's state with confidence that it must have been made before July 1955, although there must be a very good chance it was made several months earlier. 

  
OK, it's not much to go on and scarcely a surprise that Falke had made 36 rifles three years into the production run... but it's about the only time we've been able to place a date anywhere
near an individual rifle, isn't it? 
 
At very least, it strongly suggests Falke didn't start the numbering at 400 and work backwards... LOL. 
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Michael Meijer
 (Login M.Meijer)

It is rather entertaining April 1 2011, 11:18 AM 

 
to theorize on A.Föhrenbach's production of fixed barrel airguns through those 6-7 years, isn't it? 

 But while possible, I see a possible flaw in this thesis: the importer, and hence likely stock time, as a missing link. 
  

This theory is indeed able to suggest strongly when the rifle was made at the latest. 
 But I cannot imagine that Föhrenbach would produce a model rifle so sparcely or spasmodicly as these timetables suggest. 

  
It seems likely No.36 was produced in a first batch of say 100 models 80, back in 1952. 

 And it might have lingered in Germany before being shipped to a (hesitant?) importer in S.Africa, who might have found difficulty to find a dealer or
buyer initially. 
But again, perhaps things were done contrary efficiency or economical theories, were these models made in vey small batches on demand and was
every gun sold and shipped seen as advertising and worth the trouble. 

  
But unless some reliable source from that company will come to daylight, we just can only wonder and ponder 'till yonder. 

 Which is quite fun, of course! 
  

Mike
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Of course you are right April 2 2011, 12:43 AM 

 
Mike, the thesis is flawed and there's every chance this rifle was made years earlier. But as you say, it's fun to speculate and even if we don't have a
"made after" date for this one, we do at least have a "made before" date that isn't 1961! 
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