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Follow up to Volker's revelations
December 21 2012 at 9:22 PM

 Garvin  (Premier Login Garvin2)
 Owner

I've been browsing the internet for details of both the Hannover Messe (trade fair) and the old sugar factory in Bennigsen that Volker mentions in his account of a conversation with Falke-founder Albert Föhrenbach's son. 
 

I asked the organisers of the Hannover Messe whether they had any relevant references or photos from the 1947 exhibition, at which Herr Föhrenbach was said by his son to have been among the 1,300 exhibitors. They sent me evidence (below) which shows he
wasn't listed in that year, or at least not under "F" for Falke or Föhrenbach. 

I then asked whether he was listed under "A" for Albert Föhrenbach GmbH, or in the exibitors list in subsequent years, but unfortunately the person I was dealing with had disappeared on her Christmas holidays! Maybe she'll respond in January. 
 

Re. the old sugar factory, this appears to be in the centre of Bennigsen and still exists; part-ruined by the looks of it. And there seem to be plans under discussion to redevelop the area so it may not be there much longer (at least in its present format). Or maybe
there was more than one such factory? If so, I can't find a reference to it. 

 
Pics below relate to both of the above. Photographs of the former sugar refinery are by Martin Bretschneider, apart from the first one. 
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 Garvin
 (Premier Login Garvin2)

 Owner

Another observation... December 23 2012, 1:16 AM 

If you look at the captioned photo of the old sugar refinery, you can see the 'tower'-type roof extension on top of the building in the centre of the photo. 
 

If you look at the photo we have with the caption "outing of the Föhrenbach factory in the 1950s" borrowed from the official Bennigsen town website, you can see what looks like it could be the same building from a different angle, also in
the top centre of the photo. The roof angle looks a bit diferrent, but that may just be the viewing angles... (yes, I know I should 'get out more'!). 

 
Here are the two photos side by side: 
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Video of the former Falke factory... December 23 2012, 5:09 PM 

Well, just about anyway. If you press pause after 7 or 8 seconds of this YouTube train video you can see the scene of the 1950s 'factory outing' on the far left hand side. The canopy on the building on the left has gone but you can make out
the dormer windows, and also the windows on the building ahead of it match those in the old pic...(thanks to Volker for confirmation on this point). 

 

 

There is a discount supermarket or 'Penny market' immediately on the left (with square red sign), which newspaper reports confirm was built on the site of the former sugar factory. 
 

If you pause again at 25 seconds you can see the building in this photo passing on the left, which marks the end of the former sugar refinery plot, or thereabouts. 
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Latest update to the Falke story January 3 2013, 6:17 PM 

This just in from the very helpful folks at the Hannover Messe. 
 

It turns out that Albert Föhrenbach GmbH didn't exhibit at the 1947 Messe but he did at the 1948 Messe. He is listed as exhibiting goods that appear to translate as: 

Alloy case (with faux leather covering) 
 Farm equipment 

 
If this is not a good translation (Google's), I trust that one of our German-speaking visitors will correct it. 

 
Here are scans of the original documents (I have highlighted the relevant entry): 
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Another update to the Falke story February 1 2013, 1:47 PM 

I have now posted in the Resources section a more complete account of the Föhrenbach factory's history of exhibiting at the Hannover Messe (export trade fair), after the people who currently run the fair kindly had a look through their
archives and came up with several Föhrenbach appearances there between 1948 and 1952. This is solid gold information from a period where the fledgling company had yet to make its mark on the world of manufacturing. 

 
Apart from detailing the range of domestic and industrial products the factory made in the late 1940s before airgun production began - ranging from household goods to tools for the farming and garment industries - it also mentions that
right from the start the factory made (or at least offered to make) "sporting carbines" (firearms) as well as airguns. 

 
In the four years we have proof that the company exhibited at the trade fair, 1948, '49' 50 and '52, we can only speculate how many foreign importers visited the stall and perhaps made deals to buy its products. By 1950 foreign companies
were themselves exhibiting at the Messe, which says something about its success as a trade forum. 

 
It would be interesting to know if Falke airguns were exhibited at the Messe from 1954 onwards (the company didn't exhibit in 1953 for some reason) but for now I think the archivist at the Messe has done all that can reasonably be expected
of her. 

 
Facts and figures in this thread in the Resources section: 
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