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My first Falke - a modell 70
February 1 2011 at 3:13 AM

 Chuck Jordan  (Login chuckjordan2)
 Vintage Diana forum moderator

I must say, this Falcon crossed the ocean twice! It was sent from Germany to US Customs and was sent back Germany. For no apparent reason. Well, the falcon crossed the ocean a second time and landed on my
doorstep. 

 
So, I have to determine what to do with this Falke. It needs some work and the metal stamping (Falke name) is very light. Some work is an understatement! 

 
I guess in a month or so I'll have something to report. 

 

 
I'm open for suggestions (kind ones, please). And yes, that's a hairline crack in the wrist. 

 

 
Hmmmm, how to handle the metal work. Will a rough finish be appropriate? 
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Chuck

    

This message has been edited by Afrikane on Nov 24, 2017 1:07 AM
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 Garvin
 (Premier Login Garvin2)

 Owner

Chuck I'm glad it arrived - finally! February 1 2011, 7:01 PM 

It looks like it's seen a fair bit of frontline action but from a distance it seems to be honest and original. I think these rifles are some of the most rugged break-barrel air rifles ever made,
notwithstanding that your particular stock hasn't quite made it through unscathed!! 

I'm told that the quality and performance of the mod 70 led to something of a cult following among a post-War generation of New Zealanders. 

I suppose the 70 has been overshadowed by its underlever older brothers, but it's a formidable example of high quality German workmanship in its own right. 
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Michael Meijer
 (Login M.Meijer)

My kind suggestion February 1 2011, 10:56 PM 

dear Chuck, is a rather superfluous one: enjoy it! 
 I have seen several worse than this, and I feel it has all the qualities to make for the simple, sturdy good performer it was meant to be. You will love the quality! 

 
By the way, isn't there some saying: "Better to travel twice than getting lost?" There you go. 

 And welcome to the - dare I say: unique blend of - Falke owners society! 
 

Kind regards, 
Mike 

    

This message has been edited by M.Meijer on Feb 1, 2011 11:12 PM
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 Chuck Jordan
 (Login chuckjordan2)

 Vintage Diana forum moderator

I'm open to suggestions. February 2 2011, 1:07 AM 

Mike, 
 

Thank you for your suggestion. I sometimes get carried away with performing a restore, mainly because my gunsmith only charges $30 to reblue. That is unheard of in the US where
normal charges start at $100 and go to $250. 

Twice across the Atlantic, yes, maybe it'll need a rest first. 
 

I think I'll strip it down in a few weeks and have a look-n-see. Then we'll see what action (if any) we'll take. 
 

So here I am, a happy Falke owner! 
 

Chuck
 

Chuck
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Sean
 (Login 1armoured)

To restore or not to restore, that is the question ! February 3 2011, 3:10 AM 

Hi Chuck, 
 

In my mind you have two options, 
 bearing in mind it is neither a National treasure nor the 'last one standing' ! 

 Keep it as is until a better example falls into your lap, and then move this one off, 
 then keep doing that until you get the holy grail NIB one ! 

 
Alternatively, if it isn't too exorbitantly expensive, 

 restore the hell out of it, 
 bring it back to new,........ and then shoot it ! 

 
Just gotta watch removing the 'Falke', though, with any rust removal and polish/reblue ! 

 
Maybe someone has already had a go at a previous restore ? 

 
cheers,

 
Sean 

 in New Zealand
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 Chuck Jordan
 (Login chuckjordan2)

 Vintage Diana forum moderator

Yes, that is the question February 4 2011, 1:10 AM 

I currently have enough airgun projects that I'm working on to keep me busy until the summer. I'll tear it down to see what's inside in a week or two. 
 

And yes I do want to preserve the Falke logo, else it's just a nothing brand. 
 

Thank you Shakesphere!
 

Chuck
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 Barryeye
 (Login barryeye)

 Falke Forum moderators

Re: My kind suggestion February 4 2011, 3:48 AM 

There appears to be no unanimous agreement to your question. 
 The answer lies along the road of three steps. 

 Preservation. 
 Restoration. 

 Desecration. 
 

The idea that the dents and scratches are part of the rifles history and character sounds fine until you think about it. As well as Falkes I have a soft spot for Martini rifles. Let’s say that
one of my Martini rifles has some dents in the forend. They look old so they could have been made by a soldier resting his rifle on a pile of biscuit tins whilst fighting at Rorke’s Drift.
(Flight of fancy I know). That other large dent in the butt looks a bit fresher and could have come about when dropped by some clumsy postal worker two weeks ago. Both dents are
historic but do they carry the same value. Do we decide what dents we keep and what ones must go? 

 Bluing (browning) was done to protect the surface of the rifle. When this protection wares off the rifle becomes vulnerable to neglect. If we were dealing with a vintage car with half the
paint missing no one would bat an eyelid if we were to repaint it. 

 If your Mod 70 were mine I’d clean up that stock and at the price you quote I’d get it reblued. They are a beautiful uncommon rifle that deserves a new lease of life. It is not a rare work
of art. Go for it and please let us know how you get on. 

 
Regards. Barry 
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 Chuck Jordan
 (Login chuckjordan2)

 Vintage Diana forum moderator

Progress - Bluing Completed March 6 2011, 8:28 PM 

I decided to reblue the Falke and because of the pitting I told the gunsmith to just dip the parts in muratic acid (removes the old bluing) and blue. Blue as-is. I was worried about him
polishing out the lettering. 

 
Well, he did polish it and I don't know how he did it. It actually looks really good. 

 
So, here's my progress: 
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But stupid me, I didn't deliver the trigger parts for a bluing. Well, the action will not be ready for a few more weeks. 

 
Chuck

    

This message has been edited by Afrikane on Nov 24, 2017 1:08 AM
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 Garvin
 (Premier Login Garvin2)

 Owner

It's looking good, Chuck. March 7 2011, 7:31 PM 

A very skilful example of blueing. That falcon stamp looks pretty sharp still. 
 

 
------------------------------
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 Chuck Jordan
 (Login chuckjordan2)

 Vintage Diana forum moderator

Falke 70 VO ? March 6 2011, 8:31 PM 

What is the average velocity (VO) for a Falke 70 ?? 
 

The spring was not in great shape. 
 

I looked in the Resouces section and didn't find anything.
 

Chuck
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 Garvin
 (Premier Login Garvin2)

 Owner

It's a good question. March 7 2011, 7:42 PM 

I'll test my own Falke 70 when I get the chance, but it's not had much use recently so won't be representative of one in run-in condition. 

Presumably the Falke 70 is a mid-powered rifle, like a 1950s Diana 35/50? But my recollection (without digging mine out) is that it has quite decent sized cylinder and plenty of swept
volume, so it could be capable of quite reasonable muzzle energy with the right tuning (maybe around 8 or 9 foot pounds, perhaps?). 

One of the Kiwi Trevs told me a few years back that farmers in New Zealand were keen on the mod 70 for pest control around the farm, so they must have had fair stopping power at
airgun ranges. 

 
Barryeye is knowledgeable on the mod 70 so may be able to shed some light.
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 Chuck Jordan
 (Login chuckjordan2)

 Vintage Diana forum moderator

Factory velocity March 8 2011, 1:46 AM 

Thank you Garvin. I'm not looking for more velocity, just what it was originally running at. See, that'll determine what spring to put in. 
 

I have my eye on this spring: .110" wire, 30 coils, .530 ID. It's a spring I used in my HW55 & Walthers. So figure 10M velocity+ The swept volumne will add some VO. Again, I don't want
to go fast, just factory. 

 
So knowing the VO, I can determine the spring.

 
Chuck
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 Barryeye
 (Login barryeye)

 Falke Forum moderators

My limited experience March 8 2011, 2:14 AM 

Just about all I know about the Model 70 I learnt from Garvin. I’ve owned 4 and still have three. Two in .177 and one in .22. I got my first Model 70 from “one of the Kiwi Trev's” and
fell in love with it. Did a swap for an old Diana pistol and I am sure I got the best end of the deal. I have never been more impressed with an air rifles performance from the word go
then I was with Trev’s .177 Model 70. What ever I aimed at I hit and I am no marksman. I don’t have a chronograph but penetration into the same bit of pine that I test all my air guns
on was the best ever. Now days I hunt with a silenced .22 rim fire but I would not hesitate to use this air rifle on small game up to rabbit size out to 30 meters or further for birds.
Second on the pest list in New Zealand is the opossum. After failing to dispatch one that had been caught in a cage trap with a point blank shot between the ears shot with My Webley
MKIII .22, I can not recommend any springer to humanely do the job. 

 The Model 70 is a serious man sized rifle and hunting tool. Not just a back yard plinker. Just a shame that they are not easy to scope. 
 Barry 
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Good VO info, now for a friend March 8 2011, 12:36 PM 

Berryeye, Thank you. I have a couple options on the springs. 
 

Now for a friend, where can front/rear sights be located? Or better yet, what is interchangable (Haenel models?) 
 

Chuck
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Michael Meijer
 (Login M.Meijer)

Old sights March 11 2011, 7:08 AM 

Hello Chuck, 
 

It seems to me the only option with some result in a foreseeable future is to find these parts while still attached to a similar rifle. 
 The latter of course a wrecker or parts-item. Assuming seller would not 'liberate' these parts from the main item, transport could be expensive, especially from Europe. 

 
The main thing is to establish exactly what is needed, and if possible have pictures of those items. 

 I agree with the idea that usable items could be found with other models or makes. 

Mike
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