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Serial numbers, duplicates etc
July 24 2009 at 2:10 AM

 Garvin  (Premier Login Garvin2)
 Owner

The Falke underlever database is growing impressively with the assistance of owners from all over the world. The total is currently at more than 70 numbers recorded, which is truly
remarkable when you consider there were probably only about 600 of the Falke models 80 and 90 made altogether more than half a century ago. 

 
So far four apparent duplicates have arisen, for which there is strong evidence; three Falke 80s serial nos. 19, 25 and 41, and Falke 90 serial no. 11. 

 
Photos of each of the Falke 80 duplicates follow, together with an assortment of pics of other serial numbers to give a good flavour of the sort of markings that were made. It's interesting to
see that a range of typefaces, large and small, were used, suggesting several different sets of number punches were regularly in use at the Falke factory. 

 
The serial markings include quite crudely hand-stamped numbers, yet others were obviously done with much greater care. Some numbers are very poorly aligned to each other or at angles
while others are arranged neatly as if sitting on an invisible baseline. 

 
The personal touch of the number punching contrasts with the uniformly precise roll stamped "Falke" brand markings on the top of the cylinders, which were machine impressed and
presumably subject to quality control. 

 
Intriguingly, forum regular Barry in NZ recalls being told once that duplicate serial numbers on some commercial firearms were not uncommon but that this only shows up in a
comprehensive database. He says the story went that the duplicate numbers were used to disguise the actual number of items made in order that tax was only paid on a lesser number of
items. 

 
Since Falke was exporting its underlevers in fairly large numbers relative to overall production it could probably have got away with such a tax scam quite easily, especially in those pre-
computerised days. 

 
Anyway, whatever the reason, the number of duplicate numbers that have emerged so far is still a tiny proportion of the whole and perhaps not enough to suggest a revision of the
estimated total numbers is required. 

 
On the subject of statistics, I find it curious that only four Falke 80 serial numbers of over 200 have turned up so far. I'm no mathematician but if there really was a total of 400 made then
wouldn't you expect a more even spread of numbers across the range than this? 

 

The three Falke 80 duplicates: 
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Assorted Falke 80 serial numbers: 
 









Assorted Falke 90 serial numbers: 
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Barry
 (Login Barrynz)

 Falke Forum moderators

Re: Serial numbers, duplicates etc July 24 2009, 5:21 AM 

What an intreaging mystery this is Garvin and one that has only been unearthed by our rapidly growing data base. 
 I have to ask the question as to how do we know or why do we assume that 400 Model 80s were made? As you so rightly point out one would have expected a

random sample to have an equal number of “hits” below and above 200. If we don’t find stronger proof of the missing 200 then it may turn out that 80s and 90s
were made in equal numbers but that sounds unlikely. However if we can have duplicate numbers why not missing numbers? 

 Perhaps geography is the answer. Could it be that half of the 400 80s have gone to one country or region that has yet to know of and respond to our data base
survey? Out of interest Garvin what percentage of model 80 owners in the data base are from Germany itself? Am I correct in saying that rifles such as the Falke 80
and 90 are above the new legal power limit for air rifles in Germany? Might this make German owners of such rifles reluctant to declare so on the net? 

 More questions then answers. Oh the fun of collecting. 
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 Garvin
 (Premier Login Garvin2)

 Owner

The total number of model 80s July 30 2009, 12:30 AM 

was estimated for the Beeman Blue Book by Dr Trevor Adams on the basis that no serial number greater than 400 was known, which is still the case as far as I'm
aware. The large number of Falke underlevers that have now come to light under this figure strongly suggests he was in the right ballpark. 

 
Maybe there is still a hoard of Falke underlevers waiting to be discovered somewhere Barry! Germany is the most likely candidate. I haven't analysed the
database for country of ownership, partly because there are so many gaps in the information known about particular guns. But a good proportion of the listed
guns are now in Germany or were until very recently. All have had serial numbers under 260. 

 
On the subject of low power limits in Germany encouraging owners to keep their Falkes under wraps, I'm fairly sure it's legal to own higher powered airguns made
before the rule came in (1971?), that lack the "Freimark" pentagram symbol. I don't know what the law on selling them is though. 
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